ccount of the preſent 
ortality of the Cattle. 
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Jo NAR IV. It. 
— Aud alſo much Cattle. 


F you read the whole Verſe and the foregoing, you'll ſes 
the Senſe of theſe Words, and their Aptitude to afford us 
Matter of Inſtruction and Diſcourſe at this Time, when 
we are ſeeking G OD ſolemnly by Faſting and Prayer 
ro avert his deſtructive Hand from our Cattle. Then ſaid 
the LORD, Thou haſt had pity on the Gourd, for the which thou 
haſt not laboured, neither madeſt it to grow, which came up in 4 
Night, and periſhed in a Night: And ſhould not T ſpare Nineveh 
that great City, wherein are more than ſiaſcore thouſand Perſons, that 
cannot diſcern between their right Hand and their left Hand, and alſo 
much Cattle, Theſe two Verſes contain GOD's Argument with 
Fonah to convince him, or his condeſcending Excule to him, that 
He might well rake Piry on and ſpare Nineveh, fince he, i. e. this 
Jonah, had Pity on and grieved for a Muſhroom Herb, which 
grew up in one Night without his Care and Labour, and periſn- 
ed as ſuddenly. Nineveh, ſaith God to Jenah, hath an hundred 
and twenty thouſand in it, which are not arrivd at Diſcretion 
to know Good from Evil, no nor ſo much as their Right Hand 
from their Left, whoſe Caſe is truly pitiable : And it hath alſo 
much Cattel, Theſe (intimateth GOD) are more in number than 
one Gourd: Theſe coſt me more Labour than thy. Gourd did 
thee, which indeed coſt thee none at all: Theſe are of a more 
durable and valuable Nature than a Gourd : Theſe have Senſe, 
and muſt die with afflicting Pangs and Torment, if I give em up 
to be deſtroy' d; bur a Gourd harhno Senſe, it can feel no Pain. 
And ſhall nor I ſpare this City which containeth all theſe pitia- 
ble Creatures, and take Pity on it and them? You may ob- 
ſerve eaſily from hence, That GO D look'd upon the Cattle f 
Nineveh, and reckoned them among rhe Objects of his Pity, as 
well as the Children of Nineveb, and that He declared his Aver- 
ſion to cut off and deftroy, by his deſolating Judgments, one as 
well as the other. GOD deligheth not in the Deſtruction of his 
Brure-Creatures in a City or Country, no more than in the De- 
ſtruction of his Rational ones; bur is glad ro ſpare and pre- 
ſerve both, even after He hath threatned by his Word, or Pro- 
nate en Ben 3 i, 
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vidences to o deſtroy them, if He findeth the People of ſuch 4. a. 
City penicent, humble and earneſt with him in Prayer, to turn 
away from his fierce Anger againſt them. 

BUT in order to ſee the Senſe of theſe Words more fully, 
which dependeth upon their Connexion with the foregoing Parts 
of this Prophecy, and ro lay a clearer and firmer Foundation 
for Diſcourſe aptly to our preſent Circumſtances upon them, it is 
neceffary to look yet farther back into this Prophecy ; wherein 

We have an Account of this City Nineveh, of GOD's dreadful 

Meſſage to it, of this Propher's Behaviour! in delivering thereof, 

and of GO D's Reconciliation to it, and Reſolution of ſparing 
ir, and fhewing it Mercy. 

THIS City Nineveh, is called that great City, by way of Em- 
phaſis, Chap. i. 2. It was a City of Adiabene, the nobleſt Trac 
of Aria, and a very great City, one much greater than Babylon 
, im its Day. Ancient Hiſtorians and Geographers tell us, that N 

it was fixry Miles in Compaſs, that its Walls were an hundred rar 

Foot high, and were adorn'd aud fortify d with an hundred and ſev 

fifty Towers, each of which were two hundred Foot high. 
They tell ys, That an hundred and forty Myriads, or ren thou- we 
fandsof Men, z. e. near a million and an half, were employ'd in of 
building theſe Walls and their Fortifications; and that they hir 
were ſo broad, that three of the Chariots of that Age might | an 
drive a-breaſt upon the Tops of them. This City was very | De 
large, as appeareth from the Words of this Prophet, Chap, iii. 3. | 
Now Niveveh was an exceeding great City of three Days Journey, Pr 


3. e. in the Circuit and Compals of it. It was very Populous, Ni 
as appeareth from the number of Iufants in it, ſixſcore thou- en: 

fand; which if reckon'd bur one fifth part of the Souls therein, fer 

as they are by ſome; the number of irs Inhabitants would ariſe wi 

c ix hundred thouſand. It is probable, that the Magnificence ec 
and Fame of this City, and its Commerce drew many beſides the 

the Neighbouring People of AM ria, to come and reſide in it, an 

and increaſe irs People, rill they became like Locuſts for Mul- bu 

titude, as the Prophet Naham ſpeaks, Chap. iii. 15. de 

T HE Place where this City ſtood, cannot be exactly told K. 

at this Day; nor could it many Ages ago: Bur Geographers al 

agree, that ir ftood on the Eaſt. ſide of the River Tigris, not an 

far from rhe River Lycus, which runneth 1 into the Tyzris *; tho ” 

| ON T 
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a which ſide of this latter River ir ſtood, they are in Diſpute. F 
. | . THIS City was a very wicked City, as you read, Ch. i. 2. 
Its Peoples Wickedneſs came up before GO D, and provok'd 
Him to deftroy ir. This is the Diſgrace of Great and Royal 
Cities oft-times, they are full of Pride, Luxury, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Oppreſſion, Violence, and ſuch- like Exceſſes and 
Abominations, which provoke GOD to viſit them with his De- 
ſolating Judgments. And this was the Caſe of this City: But 
GOD was to merciful to it, and to its King and People, and 
its very Cattle, as to ſend a Prophet from among his own. Pe- 
ple the ewe, even this Prophet Fonab, ro it, to Cry againſt it, 
and give it fair Warning, That Judgments were coming, ſuch 
Judgments as would make a full End of it: And this GOD 
did, to draw it to Repentance, and to make way for his ſparing 
it, as the Event ſhewed. + 

BU T this Prophet being fearful of going upon ſuch an Er- 
rand, to ſo great a City, and diſputing the completion of this ſo 
ſevere a Declaration of G O D, which he was to publiſh to irs 
as he himſelf confeſſed afterwards, Chap. iv. 2. roſe up and 
went quite another way; to Tarſhifh, a City in Cilicia “, inſtead 
of going to it. And you read, how remarkably GOD mer with 
him in his Providence, and puniſh'd him for his Difobedience 
and yet how wonderfully He preferv'd him from Death and 
Deſtruction, when incompaſſed with Danger, Chap. i. 2. 

IF you look forward to the Third Chapter, you'll find, this 
Prophet, after he had diſobeyed GOD's Call to go to this City 
„ Nineveh and warn it, once, and had ſuffered for his Diſobedi- 
x ence, and had been moſt Miraculouſſy delivered from his Suf- 
4 ferings and Dangers, receiveth a Second Call to go rhither,- 
D which he obeyed, v. 3, 4. Jonab aroſe and went unto Nineveh, 
e | according to the Word of the Lord. — And Jonah began to enter into 
8 
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the City a Day's Fourney, and he cried and ſaid, Yet Fourty Days 
and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown, An awakening Meſſage truly! 
bur yer whar many Sinners would have made a Mock of, as 
delivered from one fingle and plain Prophet. Bur both the 
1 King and People of Nineveh received it arighr, and proclaimed 
3 a moſt ſtrict and univerſal Faſt, and called ro fervent Prayer 
r and Repentance, in hope that GOD weculd reverſe the Sen- 1 
* tence, and not utterly deſtroy their City, as he had threatned | i 
2 by this His Prophet. Mho can tell fay they, v. 9. If Ged will # 


turn 1 


bs I See Boch. I. jd. * See Joſeph. Antiq. Lib. 1 cap. 11. and Caly- 
in Pſal. 48. J. | WY ; | 


A 


6 _ ASErRMON upon 


turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce Anger, that we 
periſh not. They expreſſed tome Faith and Hope, bur it was 
not expreſſed and exerciſed withour great Struglings with Dif- 
fidence and Fear. However, this their Faith, with rhe Works 
of Piety and Repenrance, the Fruits of it, was acceptable to 
GOD, and He was pleaſed graciouſſy to ſpare them, their 
City, their Cattle, and all that belonged io them, in it, v. 10. 
And GOD ſaw their Works, that they turned from their Evil Way, 
and GOD repented of the Evil that he had ſaid he would do unto 
them, and he did it not. The Faith and penitent Behaviour of 
theſe Ninevites may juſtly be wondered at; ſo great Faith was 


not always found in 1/rae/, which had ſo many Promiſes to ex- 


cite it. This ſome have ſaid for ir, (viz.) That the Spirit of 
GON, the Fountain and Exciter of all Good, wrought upon 
theſe Ninevites and their King, the Poſterity of Aſſur, the Son 
of Sem, who tho' they were without the viſible Pale of the 
Church, held as yet firmly, that there was bur One G O D 
only; and this Spirit gave Life and Efficacy to the Traditi- 
onal Knowledge ſtill retained amongſt em, That GOD was very 
Merciful; and together with the Terror of their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, now ſet before em by Jonah, awakened all the 
Common Notions Writ upon their Minds, concerning the Nature 
and Perfections of GOD, and ftirred them up, according to 
the Light and Direction of theſe, ro implore His Mercy, and 
feek Pardon from Him. *“ 

\ WHETHER the Ninevztes were moved to Faſting, Hu- 
miliation and Prayer, this way, or by ſome pious Exhortations 
and Inſtructions which Fonah might mix wirh'his dreadful De- 


nunciarions,or, by both, I ſhall nor determine: Bur a moſt ſtrict. 


and ſolemn Fait, as ever we read of, they kepr. Their King, 
as a good Example to the People, deſcended from his Throne, 
pur off his Royal Garments, pur on Sackcloth and lay upon the 
Ground: His Nobles followed his Example, and all the Peo— 
ple: A ſtrict Proclamation was iſſued forth, forbidding Food, 
or ſo much as Water to be given to their little Ones, and to 
their very Beaſts. You may judge now, how the City and 
Streets of Nineveh ſounded with the Crying of Infants, the 
Neighing of Horſes, the lowing of Oxen, the bleating of 
Skeep, Sc. together with the loud Cries and Prayers of its 

| m2 People 
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people to Heaven for Mercy. Andalltheſe Mortifications and 
Prayers were appointed by its King, as an humble Decla- 
ration and Confeſſion, that this his City, and all chat were in 
it and belonged to ir, deſerved the greateſt Puniſhments from 
60D; and as a Way and Means to obtain His Merey 3 ; for 
Ef the obtaining of which they were ſucceſsful.. _ 
BUT now, look into the Fourth Chapter of this Book, and 
you'll ſee the Infirmity of our Prophet. He was diſpleaſed, that 
the Deſtruction he had predicted, was not likely to be inflicted z 
that his Words had ſo wrought upon theſe Ninevizes, that GOD 
was likely to glorifie his Mercy, not his Juſtice, v. 1. But it 
diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly, i. e. the good Conduct of the King 
and People of Nineveh, and the appearances of GOD's Mercy 
diſcoverable from it, did; ; and he was very Angry. Now, ſaith 
Jonah, within himſelf, 1 ſhall be reckoned a falſe Prophet, and 
my Authority will be nulled. Now, what I thought from the 
firſt, viz, That GOD was ſo merciful, thar He would nor de- 
ſtroy this City, will come to pals, and I ſhall be accounted a 
Liar. And ir is ſaid, he prayed unto GOD in this his Anger, 
v. 2. And he concluderh his Prayer with theſe Words of Raſu- 
neſs and Indignation, becauſe N:zzeveh was not likely to be de- 
ſtroyed, Now, O Lord, take, 1 beſcech Tree, my Life from me; 
for it is better for me to die, than to live, v. 3. | 
WELL, GOD bears with his weak and fooliſh Temper,. 
and Jeaverh him for a while to conſider, whether he did 
well to fuffer himſelf to be tranſported fo far, as to wiſh to 
die preſently, for ſuch a diſappointment as his nor ſeeing Nine- 
veh deftroyed, was likely to be; a Matter which he ſhould have 
rejoyced in, and not have grleved at. Upon which, Jonah 
went out of the City, and ſate on the Eaſt. ſide of it, 200 made 
himſelf a Booth, wherein ro wait, till he knew aſſuredly, what 
would become of i ir, and whether GOD would deſtroy it, ac- 
cording ro His terrible Meſſage and Prediction; or fave it, as 
a return to its Faith, Faſting, Repentance and Prayers? 
AND now it was, that GOD laid a wiſe Deſign to ſtop 
this Prophet's Mouth, from murmuring at the Mercy which 
he defigned to ſhew, rowards this Penitent City and its Inhabi- 
rants. GOD uſed Fonah and inſtructed him, like as a Father 
doth a perriſh and weak Child, that muſt have its own Will 
and what it is ſer upon, whatever Damage it may create to the 
reſt of the Family. He prepareth a Gourd, an Herb of tall 
growth and thick and 2 s and eauſeth ix to grow wy 
: all 
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_ and run over Fonab's Booth | in 1 Night Time,which helrered 
him from the ſcorching heat of rhe Sun the following Day; and 


Alis delivered him from his Grief, or moderated it ; and the 
Proſpeck, of ars future ſhelter and convenience, made him exceed 
5 ing glad of it. Little Things pleaſe pettiſn weak and childiſh 


Spirits. But then, GOD to try him a-new and inſtruct him, 
Prepared a V Vorm, which when the Morning of the next Day 


2 „ſmote this his beloved Gourd that it wirhered: Ind 


OP, at the fame Lime prepared a vehement Eaſt- Wind, 
and this with the heat of the Sun, beat upon the - naked -and 
N Neal of Jonah, ſo. chat he fainted : And this ſudden 

Change in che Temperature ofthe Air made him the more ſen- 


Able ol che loſs of his Gourd, and very forrowful for ir. And 


the Conſequence of this was, Jonah fell into a Pertifh fir again, 
and wiſhed to die, becauſe heqhad loft bis Gourd, and was diſ- 
Appointed g the convenience he had promiſed himſelf from it, 
of AER art of the Fourty Days; till the End of which 
be wanted to i Nineveh deſtroyed. And now: GOD came to 
ary Fanghy and to give him Occagen to diſcover his Infirmiry 
Jet mor galpably, thap he bad hitherto done, and to take 
Advantagt from thence ro zuſtife his awn Mercy in faving 
penitent Nineveb, and to ſtop Jonahis Month from muttering 
one Tittle more. againſt it. Jonah, ſanh GOP, v. 9. Def 
thou well to he Angry for the Gourd? He faid, I do well to be an 
even unte Death, Men in a Paſſion, often break very ede. 
ly ; and ſo poor Jonah now did. But GOD bare with his In- 
Armity,. and only took Advantage from it, as I have ſaid, to 
juſtiſie his own, Mercy and Firy. wwards theſe penitent Gentiles 
of Nineveh, againſt his Murmurings. Then faid the Lord, Thou 
beſt bad Pity en the Guard, and didſt grieve at its periſhing, fer 
abe which thou heſt not labored, 
which perifhed i in 4 Night, And ſhould not 4 
1 Cin, Kc. v. 10, 11. 
OBSERVE theſe Words of v. 11:and-yor'll ſee ſtrength 
5 Argument in almoſt every Word of it. And ſhould not 1 
ſpare * If thou, Frnab, baſt Pity and Affection to ſpare and pre- 
ſerve, in thee; fhould nor I, the Great and all Perfect G O P, 
ve ſuch. a 1 and Spirit prevailing in me, much more ? 
And ſpculd not 10 pare Nineveh ? A City and Society of People 
Which I have Formed and Created, no leſs than thoſe of Jeru- 
alem, or of any other City in thy Country, which thou Fonah, 
Peri be much Foncerned * if ey were likely ro ap ut 
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d terly; rho* thou art not concerned for the Souls in this City. 
d Again, ſhould not I ſpare Nine veh, that great City? One that 
© WM hath been fo long a growing to its heighth of Glory; one that 
is filled with ſo many People, and praying penitent People too, 
hne; one that taketh up ſo large a Portion of my Earth, which 
„ would be render'd deſolate and mournful without ir. Again, 
y BB ſould not I fpare Nineveh, that great City, wherein are more than 
d = Six-ſeore Thouſand Perſons that cannot diſcern betwixt their right 
J, HFend and their left Hand | What! tranſported and weak Jonah, 
d thinkeft thou, that J have no Conſideration of, nor Commiſe- 
n ration for rhoſe in rhe moſt pitiable Circumſtances and Caſes? 
No regard for Innocents ? Not fo much Averſion to ſee the De- 
d Þ ſtruction of Creatures formed after mine own Image, and 
1, which I am a Father to, by Nature, as thou haſt for a ſilly 
{- © Mufhroom-weed, a Gourd 2 What, again, ſhould I not ſpare 
t, Nineveh, that great City, on another Account, on the Account 
h of many other Creatures of Mine that are in it, and belong to 
o it, Cattle? Theſe, tho they are of leſs conſideration than the 
y Infants and Idiots of Nineveh, yet are the Objects of my Pity, 
e the Care of my Providence, the Ornaments of my World, the 
g uſeful Supports and Comforts of my Rational and - more Noble 
g Creatures like thy ſelf. Shall I nor ſpare theſe Creatures, and 
have pity for them, that have their Capacities and delightful 
ry Perfections? That have Senſe to feel the Miſery and Pain of 
I- utter Deſolation and an Univerſal Deſtruction, and that have 
1i- no Way, by and in themſelves offended Me, or broke my Laws? 
to Shall I not ſpare and pity theſe, that are far more Noble than 
es || thy mean and common VVeed of a Gourd, which is good for 
nothing, compared with them? and yet thou haſt loved it, and 
7 | piried ir, and grieved to ſee ir deftroyed. g | 
dl NOW fromthe Words of my Text, and their Connexioff | 
at with the foregoing Parts of this Prophecy, you may obſerve. 
theſe Four Things, which I ſhall Diſcourſe upon. 


II. THAT GOD hath Mercy and Pity for Cattle, and 
e- loveth to ſpare them, and is averſe to the cutting them off, 
I, by his waſting and deſtructive Judgments. | 5 


le II. THAT when GOD cutteth off the Cattle of a City, 
1 || Kingdom or People, by ſuch Judgments, it is for the Sins © 

h, || ſuch a City, Community and People, who are the Owners and 
t- || Proptierots of em, and to whoſe Uſe and Neceſſities rhev 
EO GAR \ III. THAT 


—— 
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III. THAT Faſting, Prayer and turning from vin un-“ — 
to GOD, is the effectual Way to averr GOD s Judęments, Th 
which threaten to deſtroy the Cattle of a City or Kingdom, as © Da 
well as the Men and Infants thereof. 5 | me 


IV. THAT when the People of a City, Community or, the 
Kingdom, oblcrve not this Way and Method of GOD's Infti- Þ anc 
tution, and his enlightened and awakened Peoples Practice, lift 
to avert his Judgments, the Conſequence may be, GOD will W. 
not ſtop ar the Deſtruction of the Cattle, but will proceed in W. 
His Wrath to that height, as to deſtroy the Men and Cattle of for 
ſuch a rebellious and obſtinate City, Community or Kingdom, not 
both together. | it! 


(..) WE may obſerve from the Text and its Connexion, &c. pla 
That Gcd hath Mercy and Pity for Cattle; that he loveth to M. 
ſpare them, and is averſe to the cutting of them off by any of the 
his waſting and deſtructive Judgments. He had Mercy and re: 
Piry for thoſe of Nineveh; and they were no peculiar Favou- Ge 
rites, no more than thoſe of Babylen, Feruſalem, or of any other th. 
City, Holy, or Profane, then flouriſhing : Therefore God hath | hi: 
Mercy and Pity for all Cattle, and is averſe to cut off the Herds fl fer 


and Flocks of them from rheir Stalls and Folds. ed 
THIS Truth is plain from both Scripture and Reaſon. * 
; | o 


I. IT is plain from Scriprure. See Gen. 6. 19. And of every liv- an 
ing Thing, ſaith God to Noah, , all. Fleſh, two of every ſort, ſhalt CO 
thou bring into the Ar,, to krep them alive with thee, Chap. viii. m 
1. It is ſaid, God remembred Noah and every living Thing, and all 
the Cattle that were with him in the Ark and God made a Wind to 
paſs cver the Earth, and the Naters aſſwaged. Afterwards we find 
God ſpeaking thus Chap. ix. 9, 10. And I, behold I, eſtabliſ my 
Covenant with you, and with your Seed after you, and with every | 
living Creature that is with you, of the Fw, of the Cattle, and f 
every Beaſt of the Earth with y:u, from all that go cut of the Arx, to 
every Beaſt of the Earth. And I will eftabliſh my Covenant with 
You, neither ſoall al Flrſh be cut off any more by the Maters of a 
Flood. You lee God here extending his Mercy, and preſerv— 
ing Care cxprefly ro Cattle, as well as Men, and declaring 
His Affection ro preſerve both. Ir/ is ſaid, Pfal, cxlv. 9. The 
Lord is good unto all, and His Tender Mercies ate (ver all His 
Fr. God gave Charge in the Fourth Commandment, 
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That the Cattle ſnould do no manner of Work on the Seventh 
Day, for this End, that they might have Reſt and Refreſh- 
ment as well as his. People, and be preſerved. God gave it in 
charge to his People, Deut. xx11. 4. That they ſhould not any of 
them ſee their Brother's Aſs, or his Ox fall down by the way, 
and hide themleivcs from them, but ſhould ſurely help him to 
lift them up again. And God gave this in Charge, not only as a 
Work of Charity towards their Neighbour himſelf, but as a 
Work of Pity towards his Opprefſed Beaſt. God commanded 
for the Comfort of Oxen, Deut. xxv. 4. Thar his People ſhould. 
not muzzle the Mouths of them, when they trod out the Corn z 
it being their Cuſtom to rhreſh it, or ſeparate it from the Ear 
by the treading of ſuch Braſts. The Apoſtle quoring this 
place of Scripture, ro ſhew the reaſonableneſs of giving a 
Maintenance to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, x Cor, ix. 9. hath 
theſe Words, Deth God take care for Oxen? By which, if you 
read the Context, you ll ſee, he doth nor deny, but aſſert, that 
God careth for theſe Beafts. God careth for them abſolutely, 
tho' nor comparatively. His faithful Miniſters that labour in 
his Church, are the Objects of his greater Care. The A»cftle 
fercheth an Argument from the Care which God had appoint- 
ed to be taken of the Oxen which trod out the Corn, ro prove/ 
that rhe Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould be cared for, and com- 
fortably maintained by the Flocks among whom they laboured ; 


an Argument 4 Minor; ad majus. If Men are required to en- 


courage and take Care of their labouring Brutes, they are 
much more required to encourage their labouring Minifters. 


II. THIS Truth is plain from Reafon, as well as Sceipture. 


1. GOD created the Cattle. He is their Maker; and 
therefore He loveth them, delighteth to have them ſpared, and 


is averſe to the Deſtruction of them by his Plagues. No Work- 


er or Artiſt is to be found, that loveth not his own Worts, nor 


would have 'em ſpar'd, bur ſuch an One as worketh, either 


weakly and bunglingly, or wickedly: And neither of theſe Ble- 
miſhes can be fix'd uron GOD, the Maker of the Beaſts ofthe 
Earth, es well as of Men. He worketh not weakly, P/. civ. 24. 
O Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt there, how manifold are thy Nis in 
dom haſt thou made them all. He worketh nor wickedly : Is 
there Unrighteouſneſs with Gad? ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. ix. 14. 
God forbid, God was guilty of neither of theſe Faults when He 
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made the Beaſts on the fifth Day, (Gen. i. 24) and therefore He 
loveth them, and is inclin d to ſpare em, and would not cut 
them off in Judgment and Rebuke. 


2. GOD hath always made Proviſion for Cattle, and card 
ſor their Preſervation, from their firſt Creation; and therefore 
He loveth them, and would not have them cut off by Multi- 
rudes with deſtructive Diſtempers, Sc. from the goodneſs of 
his Nature, Gen. 1. 30. And to every Beaſt of the Earth, &c. I 
bave given every green Herb for Meat. Plal, civ. 14. He eauſeth the 
Graſs to grow for the Cattel, and Herbs for the Service of Man; that 
H. may 

parrow, two of which are ſold for a Farthing, falleth on the 
Ground, i. e. dieth, without your Father faith our Lord, Matth. 
&. 29. much leſs whole Herds of Oxen and Cows. Now, doth 
GOD conſtantly provide for, maintain and exerciſe a watchful 
Providence over what He doth not love p over Creatures which 

He careth not for, nor valueth ir, whether they live or die? Is 
this the Manner of weak Men ? much more js it a way and 
manner of Conduct becoming the All-wiſe GOD» 


a 3. THE Cattle are God's Property: And Property in what 


15 of Uſe and worth preſerving, draws forth Love and Care to 
keep it, and begetteth Averſion to loſe and deſtroy it, as we well 
know. Cattle, I ſay, are God's Property, which He claimeth, and 
which he expecteth ro have acknowledg'd as ſuch by us, when- 
ever we ſhare with Him in any Number of them, Pſal, l. 10. 
For every Beaſt of theField is mine, and the Cattel upon a thouſarid 
Hills. Gen. xxiv. 35. And the Lord hath bleſſed my Maſter great- 
ly, and he is become great; and He bath given him Flocks and 
Herde, faith Abraham's Servant, religiouſly and dutifully ac- 
knowicdging God's Goodneſs, in beſtowing Gifts of Cattle up- 
on his Maſter Abraham. God loverh Cattle as they are his Pro- 
perty and Goods, and delighteth to preſerve them as ſuch, and to 
have his Goodneſs and Kindneſs acknowledged in the Gift and 
Uſe of them, when He beſtows them. If nab lov'd his Muſh- 
room Gourd, and ęriev'd to ſee it deſtroy' d, which hechad bur 
lent him from God, for alittle Time; may not God love his 
Jonger-liv'd ſenſi:ive Creatures, and grieve to deſtroy them ? 


4. THE Cattle have an Excellency and Perfection of Na- 


dare, above many other Creatures, which it is God's Concern 
. rH I RET 
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ring forth Food out of the Earth, Not ſo much as one 
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eee, 5 obo hoy are far inferiour to Angels and Men, 
God's Nobleft Crearures. They have Life, Pcrceprion and Sa- 
gacity, which the Plants have not. They know What is hurt- 
ful to em, and what is good and whole tome for em in gene- 
ral, and can chooſe and retule, They have a Senſe and Saga- 
city to fore-fee Rain, Thunder and itormy Weather, as Eliha 
tells us, 70 xxxvi. 33. The Cattle aifo (ſueweth) Concerning the 
Vapour, The Cattle have a docible Femper to render em uſe- 
ful to Man; and a friendly Temper to render em delightful 
to him, Lia. i 3. The Ox knoweth'his Owner, and the Aſs li Mas 
Rer's Crib, &c. They are profitable by their Strength, r 


Sereng ith of the Ox. Now, can we think, chat dur God, who 
gave 2 all their Capacities, Powers, and this Uietul nets 
ro others his more noble Creatures, dorh not delight in 55 
Preſervation ? Is not unwilling that they ſhould be cut eff b 
Multitudes, with deſtructive and infect ous D {eaſes ? If A ng 

lov'd, and thought he did well ro be griev d ar the ber Hibs 
of a ſilly 3 an Herb a Thing nor worthy to be 
call'd a Plant, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a Gourd, which be would 
have ſpar d; may we not allow a GOD, who is all Love and 
Kindneſs to his Creatures to have an Averſion to deſtroy far 
nobler Productions of his Wiſdom and Power; Creatures ens 
dow'd with Senſe and Sagacity, „ and other ulekul Powers and 


. CATTLE again, are Fl Srock and Orgi 8f G | 
vVorld, the Creatures for which Multitudes of Herbs, Pl A; 
and much Grain is produc'd and grows up our of the Earth. 
Even in many Countries and Tracte of Land, which have not 
been inhabited bz Men, or but very ſparingl, it hach pleaſed 
God to multiply and preſerve Cattle; thar the Erik, might. nt 
bring forth in vain, nor the Face of it be quite void and em 
of Creatures. God delighteth not to have his VVorld look de- 
ſolate; his Mountains ard Valleys void of H:rds and Flocks ; : 
Rain nad froirful Seaſons, with the Productions of Narure a ari- 
ſing from them, quite uſeleſs ro Creatures they were ap- 
pointed from the Beginning of all Thines to ſerve: And theres 

| fore, He harh a Love and Car- for the Propaparion and Prefers 
vation of Cattle, and delighteth nor to cut 'em off i by 1 infectious. 
dleſtructiye and {preading | Diſeaſes, 
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6. CATTLE in their ſeveral Species or Kinds, are one 
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Step or. Degree 1a the Scale of Perfection, evident in God's 
Works of Creation here on Earth. There are Creatures, as we 
fee, if we lock upon the Werks of God's Hands around us; 
ſome of which are 1nanimate, as che Stones and Clods of Earth; 
others of which have a Vegiattie Life merely, as the Graſs, and 
Plants; others which have a Senſitive Life, as the Beaſts ; 
and others that have a Rational one, as Men. Now, conſider- 
ing the beautiful Gradation, from Creatures that are leſs per- 
fect, to ſuch as are more ſo in God's Works; and conſidering 
the neceſflarv Depeadence that theſe ſevcral Kinds of Creatures 


he hath made, have one upon another, we canner take Liberty 


once to think, chat God taketh che leaſt Pleaſure in ſending his 
dreadiui and deſtructive Judgments to diminiſh any of them, 
and to render their Number diſproportionate to the Number 
and Necetiities cf the reſt, | | 


7. CATTLE are Mens Subjects, thoſe which God ſer 
kim as King over, from the beginning of the World, Gen. 1. 
26. And God ſaid, Let us make Man in our own Tmage, after our 
Liken:(s, and let them have Dominion cover the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
ver th: Fw if the Air, and (ver the Cattle. Now can any think, 
that God can have anv Love to the Honour, Comfort and Pre- 
ſervarion of Man, the Prince, if he hath nor ar rhe ſame Time 


Affection and Good-will to preſerve his Subjects, and encreaſe 


them 2 


: | 
CAT TL E again, are Creatures capable of Pleaſure 


and Pain; yea, and exquifire Pain too, as our Eyes fee by their 


Sweats. Groans, Frothing, Difficulties of Reſpiration, Agonies, 


and ſuch like Signs of Anguiſh. which render em Objects of 
Pirv. And can we think, that their God who made em fuch 
Objects of Piry, hath no Piry for em, no Love to relieve and 
ſpare em, in his own Nature 2 If we think otherwiſe, what 
muſt we ſay, or think of God, bur that his Piry is leſs perfect, 
and his Bowes are leis tender, than ours? God is greater and 
berter than Man, than the moſt Righteous and Pious of Men: 
and 4 Rightecus Man, faith Solomon, regardeth the Life of his 
32aſt, Prov. x11.10. 


NOW theſe Reaſons ſhew, That God of his own excellent 
and gocd Nature, inclineth, and is propenſe to Mercy and 
Piry towards Cattle, and would ſpare them, and not cur rbem 


Il. WE 


4 


ot by Peſtilential Diſeaſcs, Sc. 
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II. WE may chorve from os Text and its Connexion, | i 
with the foregoing Parts of this Prophecy, Thar when God | 
cutreth off the Cattle of a City, Kingdom, or People, by his 4 
waſting Judgments, He doth it, as being provoked to Anger by 
the Sins of ſuch a City or People, who are the Owners and 
96. ag; of them, and to whoſe Uſe and Neceſſities they 
erve 
HAD God deſtroyed the Cattle of Nineveh, as big threatned 
and rc{olved to do, had not the Ninevites repented, it no doubt 
Would have been an Inſtance and Evidence of his Anger and 
ö Fury againſt them, for their Sins. The Sins of the People of 
. 


r 


* 
— 
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Nineveh might, and would have been read, by all Beholders, 


in the dead Carkaſics of their Cattle. 
N GOD deſtroyed the Cattle of the Oli World, thro' Anger at 
J the Inhabitants of it: And every Beait that Noah {aw {wim 

ing upon the Surface ct the Flood, as well as every Corps of 

a Man, preached to him this Truth, That God was angry with, 
. and did now ayenge himſelf of the heinous Tranſgreſſors of 
. that World, by making a tkorough Deſtruction. God de- 
£ ſtroyed the Cattle of S-d+m, as being provoked to Wrath by 
the Sodomites, their Owners and Maſters. God deſtroyed: the 
Cattle of Egypt, as being provcked by Pharach's hardneſs of 
Heart, and by his, and his Peoples Opprefiion of Iſrael, and 
averſion to let them go away free. £xcd. ix. 2,3. If thou re- 
Fuſe to let them go, and with. hold them ſtill, Behuld, the Hand of 
the Lord is upon thy Cattle, which is in the Field, upon the Horſes, 
upon the Aſſes, upon the Camels, upon the Oxen, ans upen the Sheep: 
There ſhall be a very great Murrain. And ſo it prov'd. God 
afrerwards deſtroyed more of their Cattle by Lightning, Thun- 
der and otherways, for the ſame Reaſon, as you read, v. 25. 
and Chap. xii. 29. 

CATTLE ſuffer commonly for their Owners Sins : When 

I ſpeak of the Sins of their Owners, I mean the Sins of the 
Cities and Communities that reap the Benefit of them, and 
ferve themſelves of them; nor the Sins only of their immedi- 
are Proprietors. Their immediate Proprietors may be no 
worſe, no more proyoking to God, than others; no, nor ſo 
much, oitenrimes. Their Cale in and about wicked Cities and 
Countries, may be like that of Let in Sd m, They may fare ill 
L thro' their living among bad and provoking Neighbours, and 
L loſe their All, their whole Stock of Goods, by the ine 
l N | whioh 
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which GOD inflicteth for their Provocation, as rightecus Log 


r 
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C 1 24 
IN D E E D, ſometimes Cattle have fuffer'd and been cur off, 
for the Sins of their immediate Owners or Proprietors, and 
may ſometimes be 10 ftill, in the juſt Providence of God, which 
hath many Ways to punifh Sinners. Achans Cattle were ſton'd 
wo Death ald burn d, according to the Command of the Lord, 
and the Sentence of J ſhua, Jol. vir. 24, Sc. It was God's Com- 
mand, That the Cattle of the Children of Belial, who attempted 
ro draw away the People of Mari to ſerve other Gods, and thoſé 
of alt ſuch as were drawn away by them, ſhould be cur off, 
with their Perions and other Poſſeiſions, Deut. xlii. 12, Ge. 


You lt find, char the Temporal Curſes which God denounceth 


againſt the Wicked, and rhe Temporal Judgments which He 
infliterh upon them, reacheth their Cattle; as wel as the Bleſ- 
fngs whichHe promiſeth to the Righteous, reach c. The fHalmiſt 
making his Obfcrvarions upon God's Joo gmenrs and Mercies, 

P/al. cvii. 38, 39. ſpeaks rhus, He bleſſerh them alſo fo that they are 
multiplied great), and fuffereth not their Cattle ro'\decrea/*e. Again, 
They are miniſhed and breug he low through Opp'eſſim, Affliction and 
"CATTLE ſometimes have ſuffer'd, and ſometimes may 
fill fuffer, for rhe Sins of their immediate Owners: Bur they 
are gener alh cut off by G O D's Judgments, for the Sins of the 
Cities, Countries and Kiogdoms, to the Support and Maintain- 


nance of which they ferre. The Cartle of Ezypr, as you have 


heard, were cut off for the Sins of the People of that Country: 
The Cattle of Jericho, were cut off by the Sword, for the ſame 
Reaſon, Ye. vi. 21. Thoſe of Amal k were commanded to be 
cut off, for the ſame Reaſon ſtill, The Flocks and Herds of 
the Jews were many a Time confum'd and cut off by Dronghr, 
by the Ravages of Enemies, Sc. for their Sins, as you may 
read in the Hiſtorical and Prop hetical Writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment. M'ſes, among the reft of the Curſes, which he threat- 
neth the People wirball, upon their difobeying God's Com- 
mandments, tells them, They ſhould be curſed in the Fruit of 
their Land, in the incregſe of their Kine, and in the Flocks of their 
Sheep, Deut. xxviii. 15, 16. There are Inſtances indeed, of Cat- 
tle taken away, and cur off from their Owners, at leaſt, for 
Trial Sake, to prove their Sinceriry of Heart towards God, and 
their ſteady Adherence to his Cauſe. The Cattle of Jeb were 
taken away from him, or cut off by ſome Diſaſter, for this 

5 9 Reaſon, 
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the Mortality of the Cattle. 17, 


| Reaſon, Fob xiit. 14, Oc. The Primitive Chriſtians were ſpoil'd 
of their Goods, which Word includes Cattle, and every other 


Support. of Life, for che ſame Reaſon, Heb. x. 34. The Prote- 
ſtants of Stiria, Carinthia, Auſtria, Bohemia, and other Coun- 
tries, were {poild, and depriv'd of their Cattle, and all their 
other Poſſeiſions, in the laſt Century, for the ſame Reaſon, as 
the lamentable Relations of the Grievances of thoſe Coun- 
tries, Printed in England, An. 1620. and the Hiſtories of em, 
ew. GOD: may, I ſay, permit Ravaging and Cruel Ene- 


mies, to cut off the Cattle of his People and pureſt Worſhip- 


ers from their Stalls, for Trial Sake, and to raiſe up more of 
airhful Witneſſes ro his Truth and Cauſe, Gc. as well as for 
their Sins and Offences. Job, whom I have mention d, was one 
of the beſt of Men. Theſe Proteſtants, I have mention d, and 
their Churches, had numbers of Teſtimonies from the gteateſt 
Divinesof other Reformed Countries and Churches, That they 
were the Pureſt, and the Glory of the Reformation; and yer 
God permitted them to be {poil'd and rob'd, and made almoſt 
utterly deſolate. But generally, when Cattle are cut off from 
rheir Owners, and cut off by infectious Diſtempers, which are 
the Strokes of God's immediate Hand, they are cut off for the 
Sins of the Kingdoms, or People, to which they belong d, or 
which ſhould reap the Benefit of them. As Subjects often ſuffer for 
the Sins and Follies of their Princes: So Cattle ſuffer for the Sins 
of Men. The Herds are cut off from the Stalls ia one Country 
and another, which we hear of, and now in this Country 
of ours; becauſe Men walk contrary to God and his Goſpel; 
becauſe Men are forgetſul of God and his Mercies, publick 
and private; becauſe Men are intemperare, proud, filthy, pro- 
fane and perſecuting in their Spirits. We Men, the nobler 
Creatures ſin, and the Beaſts, the inferiour ones, ſuffer for it. 
God ſmiteth us with a Plague in them, and ſpareth us, as yet, 
in our own Perſons. The Cattle are miſerable Creatures, and 
die almoſt in whole Flocks, becauſe they have wicked Maſters, 
Alas! poor Oxen, Cows, what have they done ? They have 

not provok d God, they cannot fin againſt Him; God is not 

angry with them, in themſelves; but as they are related to us, 

and our Property. God delighteth not in deſtroying and affict- 

ing poor Brares ; He is concern'd for their Preſervation. It is 

his wonted Work, and his Glory, to preferve not only Men, but 

Beaſts ; and 'tis his ſtrange Work to - deſtroy them, and What 

is forced as it were from Him, leaſt He ſhou!d ſtrike harder, 

8 nearer 


—— 
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nearer, and more home Stroaks upon us. God delighteth not Ha 
in making the Fields and Mountains void of Cattle and deſo- cal 
late; He taketh Pleaſure in the contrary; in covering them Y! 
with Flocks and Herds : Bur He is mov'd, for the Honour 1 
of his Holineſs and Juſtice, to do theſe hard Things, that 2 
thereby He may puniſh his Hypocritical and Deceirful People, 

See Fer. 1x. 8, 9, 19, | = | 
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III. WE may obſerve from rhe Text and irs Connexion, that Ki 
Faſting, Prayer, and Returning to God by true Repentance, is Sol 
the effectual Way to avert God's Judgments, which threaten to £<* 
deſtroy the Cattle of a City, Community, or Kingdom, as well TH 
as the Men thereof. LS. | 
BOT H the People and Cattle of Nineveh, were a going to bis 
be deſtroy'd, within forty Days; and publick and ſolemn Faſt- he: 
ing and Humiliation, and fervent Cries and Prayers, put up in ps 
Faith and Hope of God's Mercy, and a general Repentance and 1 
Reformation, ſtopped God's Hand, and moy'd Him to Compaſ- *7 
ſion ; as you read, Chap. iil. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. God is always in- J 
clin'd, by the Goodneſs of his own Nature, to ſhew Mercy to cb. 
both Man and Beaſt, and glad to ſee Cities and Nations pre- Ad 
paring themſelves to receive it, and giving Him an Opportuni- Pe 
ry with Honour to his own Holineſs, ro manifeſt ir. Go, and | 8% 
fay, Return thou back ſliding Iſrael, ſaith God, to the Prophet Je- 
remiab, Chap. iii. 12, 13. and I will not cauſe mine Anger to fall fo 
upon o: For 1 am Merciful, faith the Lord, and I will not keep A 
Anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine Iniquity, that thou haſt || ?* 
tranſereſſed againſt the Lord thy God, &c. I doubt it nor, was | ** 
our great City awaken'd and humbled, and brought to Repen- -- 
rance, and Reformation, and earneſt Seeking of God, the pre- S/ 
ſent Judgment would ſoon be- ſtop'd. Bur if we go on todo | E 
wickedly, God may ſtrike us yet ſeven times more for our Sins; 75 
and we cannot tell where his Anger may end; in our Fields, tt 
Out- houſes and Stalls, or in our very Bed-Chambers. To re- T 
ſiſt God, is the Way to provoke Him to ſtrike harder: Bur to - 


bend and humble ourfelves for our Sins, and to meet Him in rl 
the Way of his Judgments, with Prayers and Supplications, and £ 
ſincere Reſolutions of Reformation, is the Way to move Him to 


wen's Mercy and Bleſſings. = * +. 
I O ego to GOD with Faſting, Prayer, Humiliation, and | * 
Refot mation, is the accuſtomed Way to avert the deſtructive 0: 
ä ̃ P;. ound © 


withdfaw it. Nineveh's Conduct, is the Way to obtain Nine- C 
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Hand of the Almiyhry, from Cattle, as well as Men. Pharaoh 
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callid Moſes and Aaron, when the Cattle of Egypt were ſmitren 
| with: Hail, Fire, Se. and ſaid unto them. I havg ſinned this 


Time, the Lord is Righteous; and I and my People are Picked. It- 


treat the Lord, for it is enough, that there be no more mighty Thun- 
| derings and Hail: and I will let you go, and ye ſhall ſtay no longer, 


Exod, ix. 27, 28. And this Method ſtop'd God's Hand, as you 
read, for that Time, and had ſtopp'd it afterwards, had that 
King been fincere in his Confeſſions and Profeſſions. Obſerve 
Solomon's Prayer; 2 Cron. vi: 28, Sc. If there be Dearth in the 


Land, if Peſtilence, Blaſting, — Nhatſocver Sore, or Sickneſs there e's 


Then what Prayer or Supplication ſoever ſhall be made of any Man, or 
of all thy People Iſrael, when every One ſhall know. his own Se, and 
bis. own Grief, and ſhall ſpread forth his Hands in this Houſe : Then 
hear thou from Heaven, thy Dwelling Place, and forgive, and render 
to every. Man according unto all his Mays, whoſe Heart thou knoweſt. 
That. they may fear thee, and walk in thy Was ſo long as they live 
in the Land, which thru gaveſt unto our Fathers, The Prophet 
Joel calleth to ſolemn Faſting and Prayer, upon the Account of 
the Miſery and Deſtruction of the Beaſts, as well as upon the 
Account of other Judgments, which God inflicted upon his 
People, Joel i. 14, Sc. Sandtiſie ye'a Faſt, call a ſol:mn Aſſembly, 


gather the Elders, and all the Inhabitants of the Land into the Houſe | 


of the Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord, Alas] for the Day, 
for the Day of the Lord is at hand, and as a Diſtruction from the 


Almighty ſhall it come. Is not the Meat cut off before our Eyes 3; 


yea, Joy and Gladneſs from the Houſe of our God. The Seed is rot- 
ten under their Clods,— How do the Beaſts groan ? the Herds of Cattle 


are perplexed, becauſe they have no Paſture : yea, the Flocks of 
Sheep are made deſclate. O Lord, to thee, will I cry, &c. Cattle 
are the Objects of Prayer for Relief, as well as Men. Mes, 


Exod. xvii. 4. cried unto the Lord for Help at Rephid:m, when 
the murmuring and afflicted Tſ-ae/ites clamour'd againſt him, 
That he had brought them out of Egypt, to kill them, and their 
Children, and Cattle, with Thirſt, The Saints of God have made 
the Increaſe, Health and Preſervatien of their Cattle, the Sub- 
ject of their Prayers, Pſal. cxliv. 13, 14. Dar our Sheep may 
bring forth Thouſands, and ten Thouſands in our Streets: That aur 


' Oxen may be ſtrong to labour; that there be no breaking ind i. e. 


upon them by Enemies, Diſeaſes, Sc. nor going out, or ſcatter- 
ing and diminiſhing of them; That there be no complaining in 
eur Streets, 1, e, becauſe of ſuch Evils as theſe happening ro 
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our Cattle, Winch muſt cauſe Affliction and Diftreſs to * 
immediate Owners, and to the whole Nation, not excluding 


the King himſelf, whe is ſerv d by the Field, Ecel. v. 9. I ſay 


it again, If cheſe Methods, appointed of GOD, and es 
by his Saints, of Faſting, Prayer, Humiliation, and Refor- 
mation, were but uſed, we might upon the beſt Grounds hope, 


that GOD would ſhew Mercy to this Kingdom, and ſtop the 
infectious Diſtemper, which He hath permitted to go forth | 


and empty our Fields and Stalls; the Diſtemper which this 
Neighbourhood, hath felt the Effects of, and ſtill feels fo ſe- 


verely. The LOR D look upon the Behaviour of the few of 


his People, that apply ro Him for the averting of his Judg- 


ments, in this approv'd Way, and ſpare the Cattle of this 


Kiogdom: The Lord ſpare nor only us, bur other Countries, 
and bring em to Repenrance by the Judgments he bath alrea- 
dy inflicted, and avert his Hand for the future. The Lord 
ſpare theirs chat are with us ſeeking Him at this Time, thoſe 
they have an immediate Intereſt in, and which they muſt fuf- 
fer Perſonal Loſſes by, if they are cur off. GO D can ſave 
and ſhelrer ſome under the Protection of his Providence, when 


He ſendeth forth his deſtructive Arrows upon others. May 


Thoſe that have been the Promoters of this. Solemuiry, and 
bear a Part in it, find it to their Comfort. . 


IV. The laſt Thing J have obſerved from the Text Its 
Connexion is, That when the People of a City, Community 
or Kingdom, obſerve not this Way and Method of God's In- 
ſtitution. and his enlightned and awakened. Peoples Practice, 
for averting his Judgments from them, the Conſequence may 
be, God will not ſtop at the Deſtruction of the Cattle, bur 


will proceed in his Wrath to chat . as to eee both its 


Mera and Cattle together. 


'T HIS' had been the Treatment of the Ninevites, if they had 
port humbled themſelves, prayed, and repented ar the Preach- 
Ing of Jonah, The Men, Infants, and Carte of ir, had been 
Involyed altogether in one common Deſtruction. Sometimes 
God giveth Commiſſion to his deſtructive Scourge, the Peſti- 
lenc o viſit all together, both Men and Beaſts in a Kingdom : 
Sometimes he beginneth to ſtrike the Cattle, but maketh nor 
a full end, till he cometh to the Men, and cutteth them off by 
Multitades. 8 When God frerched out his Vindictive Hand 


againſt 


8 Mods att” los. So. i [— WI.) 
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the Mortality of the Cattle. 


againſt Egypt, he began with inflicting his Plagues upon the 


Beaſts; but he ended nor, till he viſited rhe Men too. The 


Plague of Hail, Thunder, and Fire, and the Plague which 


killed the firſt Born, reached to both, and killed both, Exod. 


ix. 25. xii. 12, 29. In other Countries, and in this our Country 
formerly, when God viſited the Beaſts and other Creatures 
with contagious Diſtempers, he ſometimes viſited the Mentoo, 
and made his Way ro the one by the other v. Some ſay, 
which remember rhe Judgment, That when God ſent the laſt 
dreadful Plague upon this Nation, there was a great Death 
among the Horſes before it. I aſſert nothing poſitively, let the 
Aged determine. There is a great Affinity between the Make 
and Contexture of our Bodies and thoſe of the Beaſts: We are 
as liable to Death and Diſtempers as they. Beſides, The Beaſts 
afford us a great Part of our Nouriſnment; and if their Blood 
and Humours be tainted with the Mali gnity of a Peſtilence, 


ſo that many of them die, we that eat of the Fleſh or FOœα’ 


which the reſt ſupply us with, cannot well do it without ſome 
Uneaſineſs and Fear. What looks encouraging to us, and may 
abate our Fears of being infected in our own Perſons, is the 


| Conſideration, that in other Countries of late Years; where 
the Beaſts have been ſtruck like ours, Contagious Diſtempers 


have not entred, at leaſt have not ſpread among the People; 
| RE nor 
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* Vid. Homer. IIliad. Lin. 5, 51. Vid, Euſtath. & Comment. 
Spondani in Loc. Vid. Macrob. Satnrn. Lib. cap. 4. Cœb. Rhodig. 


Lett. Antiq. Lib. 14. cap. 4 Vid. Dion. Hallicar. referentem 
quid accidit L. ÆAbutio & P. Servilio Coſſ. An. Period. Jul. 4253. 
Ante Chriſt: 461. Secundum Edit. Oxon 1504. Vid: etiam quid 
&c. Pub. Horatio & Sexto Quintilio Coff. An Jul. Period. 4263, 
& ante Chriſt. 451. —Vid. in Theat. Hiſtoriæ Chriſtiani Matthiæ. 

. 889. quid accidit An. Chriſti 994 ſub Imperatore Ortone, 
Vid. ibid. p 914. Quid accidit in finibus Tornaci ſub Imperat. 


Hen. 470. An. Chriſti 1959. —— 
Edit. 1684. p. 204. after the Year 892. in King Alfred's Time, ——. 
Vid. Mat. Weſtmon Flores Hiſt. An. Gratiæ 1087. Contigit Mag- 
num Infortunium in Anglia, &c. The ſame Story is related by Fox 


and Baker, in the twentieth Year of William the Conqueror. — See. 
Speed's Cron. Anno 1348. in the Reign of Edward III. p. 581. 


of the Edition printed 1614. and Hollingſhead. —— See. Hollingſhead, 


in the Year 1370. being the 43d of Edward III. Conſulat Lector 


Authores ; nolim quidem terrorem timidis afferre. 


See Fox Achs and Mon. Vol. I. 
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nor have ſuch always ſpread among them as well as among the 


Beaſts formerly *. But let not thete Thoughts make us ſecure, 


and ceaſe praying to God, to preſerve our Perſons. We are the 


Sinners, not our Beaſts; and God may, if he treat us accord- 
ing to our Deſerts, make us bear our Iniquities in our own 
Perſons, Our crying Sins, our Ingratitude for National Deli- 
verances, our Hatred to the Inſtruments of our Deliverance, 
our Bitterneſs againſt all Means of Reformation, our abandon- 
ed Spirit to comply with all Vices and Temptations, our want 


of the Spirit of Charity and Unity, our Eſtrangedneſs to 


the Spirit and Power of Religion, our Propenſity to favour- 
able Thoughts of, and Compliances with Popery and Antichri- 


ſtianiſm, Sc. look back upon us, and make us fear, that God, 


tho he hath not ſuffered our Enemies to make a Prey of us, as 
they thought but lately ro have done, will take us ſome way or 


other into his own Hands, to puniſn us, except we repent. A 


ſinful Nation will never be a ſafe and happy one. 


| I might. quote you ſeveral Texts of Scriprure, to ſhew you, 
that God often bringeth deſtructive Judgments upon Men and 


Cattel together, for the Sins of their Nation. Ste Fer. ix. 9, 


10, II. xlix., 32, 33. Exel. xiv. 20, 21. Hag. i. 11. If you 


will read Nh. iii. you'll finq, that this City Nineveh, ſometime 


after this her Repentance and Deliverance, fell to her old 


courſe of Wickedneſs, and then was made utterly deſolate, and 
deprived of both her Men and Cattle. The Medes and Baby-. 
lonians ſo intirely deſtroyed it, that very Antient Writers t tell 


* 
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* Chriſtian Matthew rell urfrom Trithemius, of s Peſilente Anno 


1223. that ſpread among the Cattel in Hungary, Germany, and 


France, and ſcarce left a Third Part alive, without touching the People. 
Theat. Hiſt. p. 957. Virgil, Lib. 3 Georgic. deſcribeth à Pe- 


7 


ſilence, which had happened before his Time, in Venice, France, and 


about Tilyricum, which made great Deſolation among the Cattle, and all 
Sorts of Beaſts, but ſcarce hinteth that it hurt the Men; except they 
made'uſe of their Skins, &c. Hic quondam morbo, &c. See 
Servius's Notes, — Dion. Hallicar. tells us of one, which waz 
very deſtructive to the Cattel, and yet took away few or none of the 
Men 3 only diſtemper d. ſome of the Commoner Sort, a little. This happened 
Anno 488. ante Chriſt.— See Edit. Oxon. 1704. p. 472. according to 
the Sylburg Numbers. | 
+ Lucian. Cyrill. Alex. Euſtath, quored by Bochart, ut ſupra. 
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us there were no Footſteps, nor Marks left to diſcover exactly, 
where that great Cit) had once ſtood, left in their Time £ 
which is the Reaſon, that later ones have ſpoke fo uncertainly a- þ 
bout its Situation. This ſhews us, how ſad a Thing it is for 
a City, that hath once been penirent upon God's threatning it, 
and obtained Pardon and Preſervation, to return to their old 
Sins and evil Works, like the Dog to his own Vomit. Revolring 
Cities draw back upon themſelves the Curſes and deſtructive 
Judgments they have once eſcaped. The Cartle as well as Men 
of Nineveh, once ſpared by the Mercy of God, ſhewn'ro Re- 
pentance, were afterwards cut off by the Anger of God, con- 
ceived and kindled at Revoltings and Returns to old Sins. 
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. | Having ſpoken to theſe Four Things obſervable from the 
Texr, and its dependance upon the foregoing Parts of the Pro- 
phecy, I ſhall now conclude with a few Words of Exhorta- 
TION, 4 YO LH ee i 


(1) LOOK upon God as a God of Love, ſparing Mercy 
and extenſive Piry, whatever Diſeaſes and Plagues he viſiteth 
the World withal. He hath a' tender Concern for the very 
Cattle, yea, for the Birds, which are leſs conſiderable than 
them; and hath he not much mor: Concern for his People? 
Matt. x. 29, 31» Are not two Sparrows ſold for a Farihiug? And 
one of them ſhall not fall on the Ground without your Father, .-- Fear 
bk y not therefore, ye are of more Value than many Sparrows. God 1s: 
| not willing of his own good and gracious Nature and Inclinati- 
+ | on, to hurt ſo much as the Senſitive Creatures, and put them 
to Pain by his Plagues: He is moved, and as it were urged to 
| it, as he is the Juſt Governor of the World, againſt the Com- 
| paſſion of his Narure, for the Sins of Men, 1619) CUT INN 


Te 
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| 2. HUMBLE your Souls for your own Sins againſt GOD, 
| now when you fee him ftriking the Beaſts, thoſe of em that 
| are moſt uſeful to du. The Cows which are cut off in ſuch 
Multitudes, what have they done? Their Opprefiions, Ago- 
nies and other Evidences of Pain, with their haſty Death and 
Burial like corrupt Carrion, are the fruits of our Sins. Had 
they the Gift of Speech, They would tell us Sinners, Fis for 
„ you we die, you have finned, and we ſuffer; Vou have pro- 
evoked our Good Maker, and we bear your Iniquity; You 
Kors | | £4 Oe 
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are the Offenders, and we are the Sacrifices, but not of A- 
£ ronement7 Look therefore to your ſelves,” left: the ſame 
4 Puniſhment remain not for you, which we undergo, this of 


being buried wich the Burial of an As. The Meat is cut 


off before our Eyes for our Sins ; and may, nay, muſt be ren- 


dered very {carce, if the Vifiration continue, and jaffect other 


Farts of the Nation, as it hat done thoſe near us. Let us there- 
10e ſee GO Ds Hand, and humble our felves before him be- 
times; remembring thoſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, Thie Sacrifice: 
of God are 4 broken Spirit : a broken and à contrite heart, O God, 
#hoa wilt net deſpiſe. Plal. li. 17. Our Lord and Saviour ſaid of 


repented | at i the e F Fonas, Sc. God grant 
dh Uke ot be ſaid of us and our People, at this 
Hay. 7. 25371190 dJ id bus is I f 


3. PRA earneſtly that G O D would ſtay his Hand, and 
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-+-4. BE. thankful, that the infectious Diſtemper is not come 


into you Houſes; that it hath not ſeized you, nor your Children. 


Vea, and be thankful too, thar :you have Plenty of Corn for 


Bread and other Refreſhments. G0 might have broken our 


Staff of Bread, and touched us in other Food and Enjoyments, 
beſides the Fleſh of our greater Cattle. We might have heard, 


that our Heraſmen, and thoſe employed to watch over, remove 


and bury the diſeaſed Cattle, had ſucked in deadly Infection; 
we might ha ve heard, that ſome timerous Eaters of the Fleſh, or 
Milk of the Species of Cattle among which the Infection pre- 
vaileth, had contracted dangerous Diſtèmpers: But, bleſſed be 
God, no ſuch Complaints have been heard in our Streets. Our 
good God hath not, in Anger, Judgment and terrible Rebukes, 
yet given us any Reaſon to eat with Fear and Aſtoniſhment, up- 
on any ſuch dreadful Account. . 


— 


ar ain GODS 583 Ani; 03 nene $920 a 
. LE T ſuch as have been Immediate and Perſonal Suffer- 
2 are likely, to be, exerciſe, Patience, and take Comfort. 
Hite aan Writing concerning a much more terrible Mortality and 
Peſtilence than this of ours, giveth theſe Words of Exhortation 
among the reſt, ro the Chriſtians. St licet rei Familiaris amiſſio, 
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Se. non ſint tibi Scandala ita, ſed prælia, &c.* © Though it be 
s ſo, that thou loſeſt thy own private Eſtate, or Poſſeiſions, Sc. 
Let not theſe Things be Stumbling- Blocks to thee, but Com- 
„ bars: Let them neither weaken, nor break the Faith of a 
Chriſtian; but rather let them ſerve to manifeſt its Power 
« 1n the Struggle or Engagement; ſeeing all the Injury that 
«©. preſent Evils can do us, may be contemned by the help of a 
firm Confidence and Expectation of future good Things. 
Excepx chere be firſt a Fight, there can be no Victory; when 
Victory hath been obtained in an Engagement, then the 
Victors receive 4 Crown with it. Remember Job's Cons. 
duct and reſigned Frame of Spirit, who had Seven Thouſand 
Sheep, Three Thouſand Camels; Five Hundred Yoke of Oxen, 
Five Hundred She-Aﬀes, and a very great Houſhold or Huſ⸗ 
bandry, and loſt em all, and his Children beſides. SH we 
( ſaith he) receive Good at the Hand of God, en we not Yes 
ceive Evil? Naked came I out of my Mother's Womb, and Naked, 
« ſhall I return thither: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath' taken 
away; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. And ſee how God 
blefſed this excellent, reſigned and patient Man after theſe 
Loſſes, Chap. xlii. 12. He gave him double to the Cattle he 
+ | had loft, and the ſame Number of Children. None {hall loſe 
; any Thing by ſubmitting quietly to God's afflictive Diſpen- 
e ſations. Such have ſomerimes a Reward for- it in this 
> World, and always in the next. Ler ſuch, as have been 
, Perſona] Sufferers, obſerve the Words of the Prophet Habaꝶ kuk, 
3 
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which exactly ſuir their Caſe, and direct them how to cake 
Comfort, Chap. iii. 17. 18, 19. Although the Fig- tree ſhall not 
bloſſome, &c. and the Fieidi ſhall yield no Meat, the Flock ſhall be 
cut off from the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; Nt 1 
will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. The 
A Lord God is my Strength, and hs will make my Feet like Hinds Feet, 
and he will mal ine to walk, upon mine high Place. 


St. Ferom inclinerh to think, the Prophet might have an Eye 
- | to Chriſt; in theſe Words, Iwill reſcyee in the Lord, 1 will joy in 
” | the God of my Salvation, or, in God 'my Saviour, as the LXX 
; read it: And that he ſpeaks, as perſonating the Apoſtles. and 
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Lib De mortalitate, p. 160. Edit. Oxon. 
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People, chat e in aſter · Ages belieye i in Chriſt, rn 
Luke i. 3 147, And thus he comments upon the next Words, in 18 5 


of the Explications he giveth of them. The Lord God my Strength 0 
and he will malte m Feet like Hinds (or Harts) Feet, & c. 1 Wh 
« have Strength in no other, bur Chriſt, and will accanet al 

© the Righreouſueſs of the Law but as Droſs and Refuſe. He 


& ſhall make me to tread as the Hart upon the Aſp, and Fer Y 


4 or Cockatrice, Iſa, xi. 8.—— He will place my Feet among 
« thoſe of the reſt. of his Harts, and will lead me to the Hea- 
« venly Places, that I may ſing among the Angels, Glory to the 
“Lord, on Earth Peace, and Good-will towards Men. But 


whether the Prophet ſpeaks here, of God the Father only, the 


Supreme Fountain; or of God the Son, the ſubordinate Foun- 
tain/of Bleſſin gas the Object of his Support and Joy, in a Time 


of great Diſtreſs and univerſal Deprivation of Earthly Enjoy- 


ments, I ſhalbnor ſtand to determine; but, only tell thoſe thar 
have their Stalls emptied of their Herds, by the preſent? 
Calamity, They have both theſe clearly revealed to them 
in all their Fullneſs, to comfort themſelves in, both God 
the Father; and God the Son: They have God the Father, 
in and thro the Son, to truſt and rejoyce in; in and thro 
whom, he is willing to give them Himſelf, and all needful 
Bleflings and Strength, and hath promiſed to do ſo, if they'll 
come unto Him, and depend upon Him for it. 


6. T O conclude, "PM none be Gi 1 unconcerned at 


Sod's Doings and Dealings under this preſent 11 God's 


Providences are appointed Means to promote Religion, as well 
as his Ordinances. and 'ris a Sigg of ag Atheiſtical Spirit, not 
to be influenced by»them. 2 Ast would not terrifie you, by pre- 


dicting a Peſtilegce upon your own. Bodies; ſo I would not 


leave you under che worſt of Plagues, an hard and inconſide- 
rate Heart. Be affficted for your-own and your Nation's Sins; 
Pray to God conſtantiy in your: Families and Cloſers, to ſtop 
hjs avenging Hand : 'Sympathize with thoſe chat Suffer: Pre- 
pare for the worſt that may happen by making your Peace 
With God, in and through Chriſt, and living ſoberly, righte- 
opſly, and godlily. If we wilt not-ſee leſſer Judgments, Und 
conſider the End for which they are appointed, God may ſend 
3 .catcr. Thoſe that will not fee, may be made to ſee God's 


Hand 
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ind to their coſt; and Multitudes will fare worſe” for their 
Obftinacy, if they bring down, or fin down a Famine upon 
the Nation; It will ſtrike Terror from Gad to the very Hearts 
of rhe moſt ſtupid amongſt us, if ever that Cry be heard - 5 
our Streets, There is Wrath gone out from the Lord; the Plague is 
bezun, Numb. xvi. 46. Be not high · minded, confident and ſe- 
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'F HE Diſtemper among the Cattle continuing among us 
as well as in our Neighbouring Pariſhes, ſince the preach-" 
ing of this Sermon, and ſpreading, I have been induced, more 
by the Severity of this Providence, than by any Impor- 
tunity of Friends, to make it publick, now Twenty Days 
aſterwards. May thoſe that read it, be brought ſerionfly® 5 
ro conſider the Work of the Lord and the Operation of His 
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{= Hands, and I have my Deſire. 
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